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LATEST NEWS OF THE WORLD BY TELEGRAPH AND ^MhZ^Sli
GOVERNOR TYLERS lESSflGE
TO THE, GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Intellloent Discussion or Questions invoivino
tiie Interests or the People.

The Existing Law Regulating the State's Oyster Interests
Commended.Admonition not to Permanently Increase
Expenditures Before Next Assessment of Lands and
Source of Increased Revenue Suggested.Amendments to

Delinquent Tax Law Reccommenne/J.The Trusts
Condemned.Senatorial Primaries Advocated.The Buy¬
ing of Votes.Payment of Grimes' Battery Claim Urged.
Amendments to State Constitution and How Best to Se¬
cure Them.

Governor Tyler yesterday transmitted
his annual message to the General As-
sembly. It was rend in both houses and
commanded close attention. It follows:
To the General Assemhly:
The Governor beglns'hls message byexpressing the pleasure it gave him to

welcome the members of the General
Assembly to Richmond. He calls 'at¬
tention to the faot that thisMs the last
Legislature elected In the State of Vir*
glnla during the nineteenth century,
and it Is in your hands to close for
this great_century, so full of giant
progress and mighty meaning, the
legislative history of the Common.-,wealth. And while it Is thus In your
power to Impose fitting finish and
adornment to the structure of civil
government, ro wisely planned by our
fathers, It Is also In your power to

..provide for laying anew the constitu¬tional foundations of your Stale gov¬
ernment, on which those who are to
come after us may build and find
room for their best labors and most
extended growth.
He follows with a review of the pasthistory of the State, the Spanish-

American war, the promptness with
.. .which '.Virginians responded to the 'call
lo arms, refers .to the valuable services
of Adjutant General Nalle,, Inspector:General Stern and local'' members of
his staff, and suggests that the Legis¬lature make a small appropriation lo
fprnish each officer who served In the
Snanlsh-Ainerlcan war. with a- suita¬
ble commission of service that they
may preserve as mementoes In their
fumillcs, and a "suitable badge mightbe. provided for the nori-commlsslone'd
officers and men.

ADJUTANT GENERAL'S REPORT.
The report of the Adjutant General

Is referred <to .as full and elaborate and
attention called to Its recommenda¬
tions. He emphasizes the necessity for
a well-regulated militia, and suggeststhat it would be a wise exoendlture
on the part of our Stwte government
to provide means for the drilling,and
discipline of bodies of State trooibs,
about which, as a nucleus, sufficient
numbers of men may form whenever
the need and cause may arise. Verv
meagre, If any records of enlistment
of soldiers of other wars has been
kept, and the Adjutant General, at his
request, has given full "roster »f all
soldiers enlisted' In the sponisn-Amor-
ican war, from the State, find his re¬
ports and records will prove more and
more valuable as time goes on. In
order to have the organizations of our
State volunteers conform as nearly as
possible to organizations of like arm
of the'service of the United States, he
designated a bonrd of officers, who are
experienced nhd deemed caDable, to
report a plan, which It is hoped will
promote the interest of the service.

THE FISH COMMISSION.
The last Legislature made provision

for a State Board of Fisheries,' and
passed a new law regulating its action.
Recognizing the necessity of .securing
.proper men to serve on this Importantboard, I took considerable time after
the. ndjournment of the Legislature to
select the men that I thought bestqualified for the work in hand. I ap¬pointed as members of this bonrd, Dr.

-sFrank. Fletcher, of Accomac; Mr. Seth
Miller, of Mathews; Hon. R. A.

Ayres, of ScoU: Hon. George B. Kee-zVjl, of" Rockingham, and CaptainJton A. Curtis, of the city .of Rlch-
mfnd.. The first two were designated,
atv required by law,'chairman and sec¬
retary, respectively, of the board.
After a (month's service, General Ayresfound he could not give the time nec¬
essary to the discharge of the duties
of the position and resigned. I apr'pointed In his place Hon. Pembroke
Pettlt, of Fluvannn. Whether my se¬
lections were 'wise, and whether the
Board has dpne Its work well, I leave
the results to show. I refer with
pleasure to the report of this Board,and to the fact that instead of being
a burden to tho State, the oyster fieldsyielded the first year under this new
system the handsome sum of $54,000,
more lhan $34,000 of -which was clear
profit, and for the first eighteen
months, ending the 31st of Seflftomber,1809, ns will be Been by reference to the
report of the Board of Fisherlea to
your honorable body, that the.
Total amount collected for the

first eighteen months of tho
law's operation was..73.003 40Total expenses;. 30,307 34

Net revenue" to the State.; .$ '42,509 06
Total revenue for the previous ;

year..... 29,985 20
Total expenses. 31,693 43
Deficit. 1,808 23

Difference, adding deficit. 43,317 29
Total income for four years,
1894-95-96-07 . 131,630 38"

Total expenses for the same
tlma»..116,885 10

Net t ,...,,...........»..:.. ... 14.745 28
...'. v..'..i. ... '., ¦: ,' -'>. .»iVv'tl';'- ,. '.v ¦;¦¦¦ '.<'

Average per annum.. 3,686 32
Average annuul expense un¬
der the old law. 29,221 20

Average annual expense un¬
der the new law.,. 20,264 88
There should be encouragement in

such a showing-.
Governor "Wise, when he sent to the

Legislature his famous message In
1857, In which this subject among
others was treated. Indelibly Impressed
.upon the minds of the people of "Vir¬
ginia the value of their property In
public soil suitable for the cultivation
of oysters. The Slate was looking
about for new sources of revenue, and
he estimated that wc had 2,000 square
miles of oyster grounds, and that the
yield from them was 25,000,000 to 30,-
000,000 bushels per unnum, and that a
tax of two cents per bushel would
yield a yearly net revenue of $450,000.
But for the approach of tho war be¬
tween the States, it Is »robnblc there
would have been some decided legisla¬tion upon the subject. As It Is, forty-
odd yearü have passed, and as the cul¬
mination of sevcrul cxnerlments, we
have Just seen the beginning of a sys¬
tem which holds out the promise of
certain and considerable revonue. The
State may hope now for a steady In-'
-crease In her revenue from oyster
grounds, but long, years\ must pass'
and the planting Industry must im¬
prove vastly, if ever wo can Indulge
the hope of seeing' the .sum reacheM
anything like the amount predicted by
Governor "Wise. j ,

The result of the Baylor survey was
to show that wo have about 200,000 acres
of natural oyster beds, and about 400,-
000 acres of other ground suitable for

[ the' cultivation of oysters.'- Much of the
latter, however, has muddy bottom
which must bo .-Improved &X more or
less cost before It can become profita¬
ble planting ground. But even If one-
fourth of this territory can be utilized
and rented, the State will receive from
planting ground alone the*Bum of $100,-
000, and with proper protection to the
natural beds, and a Just revenue .from
the same, this sum can be greatly
augmented.
The great aim of the State should be

to preserve the natural beds, whence
comes our supply of seed oysters,-and
to encourage planting.

I refer you to the report of the State'
Board of Fisheries for much valuable
Information relating to the progress of
"their work. So'far as I am In a nosl-
tion to judge, public sentiment is stead¬
ily crystallzlng In support of *the exist¬
ing law, and I believe it will, ere long,
be found to be a satisfactory revenue
producer. As the slanting Industry
prospers, more of our lands will be
rhken by planters. On the -other hand,
this law gives to the people Interested
in oyster culture a security and tenure
they have always longed for and have
not had hitherto. A survey as sug¬
gested by the board should be made
by all means. I am of the opinion that
any disturbance of the basis upon
which the present law rests would be
harmful in the highest degree to the
State, tfv weJJ as to those who ,are
directly Interested In the cultivation
and marketing of oysters. Peace and
seourity are what the oyster interest
needs, and with them yc\\\ come, I am
sure, a gradual but certain Increase in
the State's revenue. If Virginia, can
be fortunate enough to always keep the
positions on such boards from being the
rewards of partisan political labors, we
will have the pleasure in the future, as
at present, In receiving such gratifying!
returns.

FINANCES.
I heg »to call attention to the very

flattering financial condition of the
State, as ehown in the report' of the
Auditor of Public Accounts. The State
will have to make provision after the
1st of January. 1902, to meet the 1 per
cent, additional Interest'charges on its
bonded debt. This will Impose an. in-
crease burden upon the State of $180,000
per annum. Though the report shows
a handsome surplus) In the treasury,-it
would be a risk, and perhaps irrepara¬
ble mistake for the' Legislature to con¬
clude that there Is less need for the
exercise of economy than there has been
In the past years,. Ther* have been
unusual causes for Increase In the reve¬
nue for the last two years, especially
has the collection of arrearages on the
delinquent land tax been a potent fac¬
tor In producing this result- "VYe must
bear In mind that the State has col¬
lected In tho two years much that
should have been coming In for the last
eight or ten years, and wc should not
be allured Into extravagance, or make
.calculations which will not be justified
by normal conditions. By all means
we should await- the next assessment
of lands before we. fix upon the treas¬
ury any permanent Increase in expen¬
ditures, further than Is absolutely nec¬
essary.

If the assessed value of property ve-

CoHtlnued on Page 0.

THE GENERAL
ASSEMBLY MEETS
Several Bills Introduced by One of

Norfolk's Representatives..
THE LAN DC RABBERS LAW

Senator from Rouuokc Wonttl Ante'ntl
.Srclioti ul ( inlo llplndn;' to Trlttl

by Jfnry.Kcvlsioit ot Constitution
I'ropoitd-Biil lo Ktisnonil Lnud-

v Grubbers I.nw for Miiy Days.
Slnto Bonrd oflloiMtb.

(Special to Virginlan-Pllbt.)
Richmond, Ya., Dec. 6..In the pres¬

ence of a very large gathering of In¬
terested spectators the Legislature of
Virginia, at noon to-day, -began the
session of 1S99-1000.a session, many
think, tvhlch will be marked by import¬
ant and fer-reachlng legislation.
"W<hen the Senate convened everyrn/uYber -was In his seat, except Sena¬

tor Mcllwaine, of ^Petersburg, who Is
detained at home by sickness. The of¬
ficers nominated by' fthe caucus last

ADELBERT S. HAT, CONSUL AT PRETORIA.
Consul Hay, who will succeed Consul Macrum at Pretoria, is a son of Secreta¬

ry of State John Hay, He is a graduate ot Harvard und, although n very youngman, is said to be able, courageous and discreet. Consul Macrnra retires becausethe Trnbsvanl did not take kindly tp his acting as the representative of GreatBritain and the United States. Consul Hay will also hnvc charge of Americanand British interests at Pretoria. This.picture is taken from the Now York Her¬ald.

night, as published 1n this morning's
Virglnian-llot, were.ununlmously elect¬
ed.

BILLS OFFERED.
In both House and Senate, a number

of bills were offered, some of general
importance and others of only local in¬
terest

TRIAL BY JURY.
One of the most general interest was

introduced by Senator Claytor, of Roan-
oke, which is designed to sumend that
section of the Code relating to trial by
Jury. It provides that in civil cases the
parties to a writ may agree for a jury
of seven persona to try a cause. It fur¬
ther provides that in all civil causes
three-fourths of tho persons constitut¬
ing a Jury; or, if the Jury be compoBea
of seven, five of them, may render a
verdiot. -which shall have the same
force ana-, effect as a unanimous ver¬
dict

REVISION OF CONSTITUTION..
Senator Flood offered a bill provid¬

ing that on the fourth Thursday in
May, 1D01, there shall be, a convention
to Tevlse the constitution of the State,
and amend tho same.

MONEY IN ELECTIONS.
As forecasted in the VlrglnlamjPllot

Senator Barksdale, of Halifax, offered
a bill to prevent the use of money In
Virginia elections and to punish the In¬
fraction of the Btatute.

LAND GRABBERS LAW.
Senator Carter Glass,,, of-Lynchburg,

offered a bill to suspend the, .operation
of the act. popularly known as the
"Land-Qrabbera" law, for sixty dayb,
in order that this very obnoxious
measure may be perfected.' v--'
A bill was offered by Senator Clay-

Continued on Page 114 i

BOERS SHATTER
BRITISH GUNS

Lady smith Hotly Bombarded Last
Thursday, Friday and Saturday.
CLOSING IN ON TOWN

Terrible Artillery Duel Follows it

Sorllo frum Klmbcrlr-A liig Oiiu

Mounted by Ibo Roers Hero i e l.:»«ly
¦mllb rimitN Mii'iis VFlib 4eour-
noy In Drlll>b C'mnp.Activity lu
( npo Colony.General Jouberc In«

disposed.

(By Telegraph to Virginlan-Pllot.)
London, Dec. 7.-4:30 a. m..Again

there is a complete lull in news from
the scat of war. Ladysmith has estab¬
lished hellographic communication with
Frere, and it Is reoorted that all was

.well up to Sundny. A dispatch from
the Boer laager, by way of Lourenzo
Marciues, dated Thursday, November
30, confirms the report that the com¬
mandoes htive been closing in upon
Ladysmlth and.mounting big guns in

new positions. According to the same
advices a heavy cannonade has been
maintained and a general assault had
been ordered for Thursday morning,but was countermanded at the last
moment.

MOVEMENT OF BOERS.
Modder River dispatches say that tl/e

Boers are encamped amid the hills half
way to Klmberley; but It Is also assert¬
ed that a large body of the enemy has
gone In the direction of Jacobsdal. It
.Is possible, therefore, that Lord Me-
thuen may endeavor to clear his right
flank'as flar as, Jacobsdal before con¬
tinuing his advance. He is still wait¬
ing at Modder River for stores, guns
and ammunition.
The sortie from Klmberley on No¬

vember 2Bth appears to have been much
more serious than had been supposed.
Details are now arriving of a recon-
nolssance in force by mounted troops
Under Colonel Scott-Turner, at dawn,
In the direction of a ridge near Carter'sfarm, where the Boers were strongly
entrenched. Finding the Boer pickets
asleep Colonel Scott-Turner proceeded
along the ridge under cover, and rush¬
ed the Boer redoubts at 6:25 a. m., In
the face of a hall of bullets.

BOERS SURRENDERED.
The Boers hoisted a white flag and

fired at the British under Its protection
before, surrendering. Owing possibly to"the exhaustion of their ammunition, the
British were unable to follow up the
attack and to seize a large Boer laager
about 300 yards ahead, especially as
Boer reinforcements were seen ap¬proaching and the enemy -was keeping
up a heavy fire from the shelter of the
thick brush.
^During. the sortie an armored trainrecohnoTtered north and south, while
a;considerable force,of British, with
field gnus and Maxims, advanced to-

ward Spytfontein, holding the Boers hi
cheek In that direction. M

TERRIBLE FUSILADE. W
Ten guns were engaged slmuItaneV

ously,' and, viewed from the conning;
tower, an artillery duel seemed pro¬
ceeding in every direction, except tor-
ward Kenllworth. the fusilade being
terrible. .At 8 o'clock, having no force
sufficient, to hold the position he had
^formed. Colonel Scott-Turner began;
gradually retiring his men. He had a
horse shot under htm. and a bullet
went through the fleshy part: of his
shoulder. Several men had terrible",
wounds.

It is alleged that the Boers used
Martini's and explosive bullets, and
they frequently fired at the British
ambulance wagons. The British cap¬
tured twenty-eight of the enemy.

HOT BOMBARDMENT.
Ladysmlth, Saturday, Bee. 2.The

hottest bombardment of the siege took
place last Thursday. The Boers got 'ft'
new big gun In position on Lombard's
Kop, completely commanding the town
and shelled our camp that day and yes¬
terday, planting shells with great aa-
curacy in the camp of the Gordon
Highlanders und the 'Manchester regi¬
ment, where there were many narrow;,
escapes. To-day the enemy resumed
the bombardment, doing some very ef¬
fective shooting. Several o£ our guns
have been shattered by the Boer big
gun.

COMMUNICATION SEVERED.
Queenetown, Cape Colony, Saturday,

Dec. 2..The Boers have becomo very
active in the country around Storm--
berg Junction, to which General Gut-
acre will make his next move.
JThc telegraph lines have been cut in

various places, and communication
with Steynburg, Dordrecht and Marals-
burg has been severed. It Is believed
here that the Boers have oocuplcd
Stormburg. Firing has been heard In
the direction of Stormburg, probably
between General Gatacre's vanguard
and. the Boer commando.
GENERAL JOUBERT INDISPOSED.
Pretoria, Saturday, Dec. 2..(Via Lou-

renzo Marques, Monday, Dec. 4)..Gen-
oral Joubert Is Indisposed, and has ar¬
rived at Volksruet, just across the
Transvaal border for medical treat¬
ment.
A dispatch from the head laager,

where General Schalkburger Is in su¬
premo command durlnfr the absence of
General Joubert, announces that a
Council of War wns held December 2,
with reference to assaulting Ladysmlth.
The State Attorney has arrived at. thp
camp to advise the Boer commanders.

in the philippines.

WHERE IS YOUNG?.PARKER'S
ENGAGEMENT.CRUISER

CHARLESTON.
(By Telegraph to Virglnlan-Pllot.)
Washington, D. C. Dec. G.-Gencral

Otis to-day cnblcd the War Depart¬
ment that he has hud no word of Gen¬
eral Young for a week. This la taken
to indicate that Young Is continuing
his hot pursuit of Agulnuldo and prob¬
ably is in a country where he regards
It as unsafe to use couriers.

PARKER'S ENGAGEMENT.
CJ General Otis' dispatch, which follows,
Also gives tin nlflcinl account .of.'Lieu;
tenant Colonel Parker's engagement at
Vlgan:

. "Manila, December 6.
"General Young, with thirteen com-

pnules infantry and nine troops of ciiv-
ulry not heard from since 29th ultimo.
He was then about twenty miles south,
Vlgan and most of troops marching to
his support, but then had with him
three troops of cavalry, battalion Thir¬
ty-third Infantry and Macabebe scouts.-
On* company Thirty-third Infantry,
sent by boat to Vlgan to reinforce navy
there. Lieutenant Colonel Parker, For¬
ty-fifth, reports from Vlgan, 6th In¬
stant, that he has not heard from
Young for a week. Insurgents, S00
strong, mude attuck on his force, con¬
sisting B Company and one hundred
antl fifty-three sick and footsore men
Thlcty-thtrd-.Jnfa.ntry, 4 o'clock morn¬
ing lib, entering city in darkness, se¬
vere street fighting ensued, continued
four hours; enemy driven out, leaving
hehlttd forty dead, 112 prisoners. Includ¬
ing many olllceis, and S4 rifles; now on
out-r.klrts entrenching. Parker says can
hold out indefinitely, plenty of rations
and ammunition. His loss eight enlisted
inenJUHed, three wounded.One hundred
sixty men now being transported from
San Fabian to his relief; Voting must
be In vicinity with largo force."

LOSS OF THE CHARLESTON.
Washington, D. C. Dec. C.Admiral

Watson to-day cabled the Navy De¬
partment that the court of Inquiry to
Investigate the loss of the cruiser Char¬
leston convened yesterday at Cnvlte/He added that all the Charleston's peo¬
ple wore present.
.The court of Inquiry wus ordered bythe department because the naval
regulations require that the responsi¬bility for the loss of ships shall be fixed
by some competent tribunal- That Ad¬
miral Watson entertained no doubt as
to the correctness of Captain Plgman'a
course Is evidenced by the recent order
assigning that officer to command the
Monterey.

"arbitace system."
-

FRANKLIN SYNDICATE SWINDLE
DUPLICATED.

(By Telegraph to Virginian^Pilot.)
Minneapolis, Minn., Dec. 6..Ward &

Watson, who have been operating
what Is known as the "Arbitrage;
system" here, similar to that of the,
Frnnklln syndicate In New York, have
disappeared, leaving their clients and
numerous creditors In the lurch. To¬
day their desks were broken open, and
it was found that they had destroyed
all their contracts, letters and other-
evidence and left behind only a stuck
of bills payable. The firm guaranteed
to pay 50 per cent, annually on in«,
vestments. The contracts, however?
Include,a clauso admitting the Investor'"
to partnership, which, It Is claimed/vitiates the guarantee.
The amount of losses by Investors

Is not known, as all evidence was de^stroyed. The authorities aro takln*
steps to apprehend the men.

THE ELECTION

A Georgia Senator Would Have the
- People Choose Them.

HOUSE FINANCE HILX*
-; YgNonrly Eight UnuUred Bills aud Jotul
7 It evolutions I ml rod need In One

Kay In (be »cu«i«-i»oiyc.ray |K
Uten-Mnny Prcatilentlnl Appoint*
nients Bout In (or Itiulflcatton-Ke-
litibllean Representatives Approve
House t'lnnnco BUI.

jj .(By Telegraph to Vlrglnian-Pilot.)
Washington, D. C, Dec. 6..Nearly

800 bills and Joint resolutions, several
Important concurrent resolutions and
petitions numbering hundreds, were
presented to the Senate to-day.
'. Mr. Aldrlch had the honor of Introduc¬
ing the first measure In the Senate. It
was the financial bill drawn by the
Senate Committee on Finance, of which'
Mr. Aldrlch Is chairman, and probably
was the most important measure In¬
troduced to-day.
Resolutions were offered by Mr. Raw-

llns providing for an Investigation bythe Judiciary Committee after allphases of polygamy recently' presentedin connection with what Is known as
the Roberts case by' Mr. Muson, ex¬
pressing tho sympathy of the Senate for
the Boers In their war with Great Bri¬
tain, and by Mr. Jones, of Arkansas,that Mr. Scott, of West Virginia, Is not'
entitled to a scat in the Senate.
Mr. Harris (Pop.), of Kansas, was

appointed n temporary member of tho
;Committee on Privileges and Elections.
The appointment Is important and sig¬nificant.' because the committee has
under consideration the Quay, Clark
and Scott contents.
A concurrent resolution adopted bythe Legislature of Michigan wits pre¬

sented by Mr. McMillan, of, Michigan.
The ..resolution protested against the
policy of the Russian Government to¬
ward Finland, and was referred to the
'Committee on Foreign Relations. \ i.';".;' y\Mr. Lodge (Massachusetts)' offered
and secured the' adoption of a resolu¬
tion requesting.the President, if not In¬
compatible with.public Interests, to. in¬form the Senate as' to the proposed Bale
of the Gallapagos island by Ecuador to
Great Britain, and to communicate any
such Information concerning the pro¬
posed sale as might be In possession of
the. Government.

POLYGAMY IN UTAH.
;.'Mr. Bowline (Utah) offered the fol¬
lowing, resolution and asked that it be
Considered Immediately:
."That the Committee on Judiciary Is
hVreby instructed to Inquire Into and
'report to the Senate:
t ''.'First, to what extent polygamy Is
practiced or polygamous marriages en¬
tered Into in the United States, or In
places over which they nave Jurlsdtcr
tlon. .

"Second, have polygamlsts, or per¬
sons reputed to have more than one
wife, been elected to office by the peo¬
ple of Utah, and If so, has suoh elec¬
tion been for the purpose of encourag¬
ing polygamy or In violation of any
'compact between said State and the
United States.
"Third, have polygamlsts. or persons

reputed to'have more than one wife,
been appointed to office by the Presi¬
dent by and with the advice and con¬

sent of the Semite, or In cases where
tho concurrence of the SeiiRte Is not re¬

quired, antt if so have such appoint-
mentis been made In the aid in polyga¬
my or in violation of the compact be¬
tween the United; States and the State
of Utah with reference to that sub¬
ject
"Fourth what, If any. steps should

be taken or measures enacted for the
prevention of polygamy In the United
States and in places over which, they
htfve Jurisdiction." H'
Mr. Walcott, Colorado, objected to

Immediate consideration and the reso¬
lution was referred to the Judiciary
Committee.
The Senate at 2:20 p. in. wont Into

executive session and at 2:50 p. m. ad¬
journed.

EXTENSION OF LAWS.
Washington, By C, Dec. 6..Senator

Chandler to-day Introduced, bills apply¬
ing the customs and internal revenue y5ja\vs of the United States to the Islands
of Cuba and Porto Rico after January
-1. 1900. Ooods between the islands and
.the United States are; to be exchanged
as between the States.

ELECTION OF SENATORS.
A resolution was Introduced by Mr.

Clay, of Georgia, providing for the
election of Senators by the people,

Bills were Introduced by Mr. PetCus,
Continued on Page 11;
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